A Time Apart Worship

Rutland UMC & Church of the Wildwood
Sunday, April 19, 2020
Welcome!  It is good that we can worship together in Spirit.  May the connection we share in Love be evident in this time together.  May we experience our relationship as sisters and brothers in Christ as we worship today.
Gathering Music
Sharon’s Song
by Donald Allured

Piano solo by Karen James




Glorify Thy Name 




JOY Choir
Call to Worship


Based on Psalm 16
In God I take refuge. 

The Lord is my chosen portion. 
God holds me and protects me.
I bless the Lord and give thanks for God’s guidance.

Listening to my heart in the night, I hear God’s voice.

In Your presence there is fullness of joy forevermore.
Show us the path of life, Lord.

Lead us in worship today.
Opening Prayer
Loving God, we are grateful to you for this season of resurrection.  We are grateful for the signs of new life that are popping up everywhere – both out in the natural world and in our hearts and lives.  Help us, in this time of worship, to open ourselves to the work that your love can do.  Show us how to become ever more fully alive in Christ.  Amen.
Gathering Song 
This Easter Celebration

 Carolyn Winfrey Gillette



(Sung to the tune of Aurelia 7.6.7.6.D The Church’s One Foundation)

1. This Easter celebration is not like ones we've known.
We pray in isolation, we sing the hymns alone.
We're distant from our neighbors — from worship leaders, too.
No flowers grace the chancel to set a festive mood.

2. No gathered choirs are singing; no banners lead the way.
O God of love and promise, where's joy this Easter Day?
With sanctuaries empty, may homes become the place
we ponder resurrection and celebrate your grace.

3. Our joy won't come from worship that's in a crowded room
but from the news of women who saw the empty tomb.
Our joy comes from disciples who ran with haste to see —
who heard that Christ is risen, and then, by grace, believed.

4. In all the grief and suffering, may we remember well:
Christ suffered crucifixion and faced the powers of hell.
Each Easter bears the promise: Christ rose that glorious day!
Now nothing in creation can keep your love away.
5. We thank you that on Easter, your church is blessed to be
a scattered, faithful body that's doing ministry.
In homes and in the places of help and healing, too,
we live the Easter message by gladly serving you.
Gospel Reading 



John 20:24-31
Moments of Quiet Meditation
How has doubting held you back in life, in faith, in relationship?
What role does trust play as you strive to overcome doubt?
In what ways has trusting in God enabled you to trust others?
Sung Response
Breathe on Me Breath of God
Words: Edwin Hatch, Music: Robert Jackson
Breathe on me breath of God, till I am wholly thine,
Till all this earthly part of me glows with the fire divine.
Scripture




1 Peter 1:3-9

Reflection

How have you experienced new birth both in the past and recently?
Verse 4 says we have an inheritance that is “imperishable, undefiled and unfading, kept in heaven.  
- What does this mean to you?  

- How does this inheritance influence how you live now?

How do you experience the joy of your love for Jesus and your faith in him and in the power of his resurrection?
Prayers of Joy & Concern
God of love and of life, you have brought Easter to us no matter where we find ourselves today.  New life shows up despite closed doors, despite shuttered hearts or minds.  We come to you in gratitude for all of the gifts of Easter. Silent prayer.
God our healer, we come to you in prayer for those who suffer, for those who are sick and in need of healing.  Be with each one and help them to feel your gentle touch.  Silent prayer.

Lord, be with those who are hungry, those who are worried about where their next meal might come from.  Be with those who have lost their jobs and do not know what the future holds.  Silent prayer.

God we pray for protection for all of those whose work puts them in harm’s way.  We are grateful for medical workers for doctors and nurses and all hospital personnel.  We are thankful for grocery workers and for those who deliver goods to us.  We are thankful for those who continue caring for the emotional and mental health needs of others in the midst of this challenging time. Silent prayer.

God of love, hear all of our prayers this day in the name and power of Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Closing Song


The Day of Resurrection

Hymnal #303





Words: John of Damascus, trans. by John Mason Neale, Music: Henry T. Smart
1. The day of Resurrection! Earth, tell it out abroad;
The Passover of gladness, The Passover of God.
From death to life eternal, From earth unto the sky,
Our Christ hath brought us over, With hymns of victory.
2. Our hearts be pure from evil, That we may see aright
The Lord in rays eternal of resurrection light;
And list’ning to His accents, May hear, so calm and plain,
His own “All hail!” and, hearing, May raise the victor strain.
3. Now let the heav’ns be joyful! Let earth the song begin!
Let the round world keep triumph, And all that is therein!
Let all things seen and unseen their notes in gladness blend,
For Christ the Lord hath risen, our joy that hath no end.
Benediction
Let us live the Easter message as we go about our lives in the coming days and weeks.  May we discover new ways that Christ is living in us and through us as the resurrection brings new life to all people.  Go in peace and may the peace of Christ be with you.
Reaching Out

What are some ways you can reach out to your neighbors or to those who are vulnerable?  How can you bring joy into the lives of those you touch base with this week?
Offering - During this time of worshiping at home, the work of the church continues.  We are reaching out through phone, letter and internet, feeding hungry people and offering spiritual support to those in need of encouragement (which is really all of us).  Thank you for continuing your faithful support of our church through your offering, which may be mailed to Rutland UMC at 60 Strongs Ave. or to Church of the Wildwood c/o Cyndie Clark 1 Merrick Street Rutland, VT 05701
This Easter Celebration hymn used by permission: http://www.carolynshymns.com/support.html
