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Praising the Lord with music and song 
 

OPENING MUSIC  Medley: Immortal, Invisible         Ann Reed 
    I Could Sing of Your Love Forever      
 

WELCOME and CALL TO WORSHIP *                Ellen Wakker   
Leader: Let us sing.... 
People: Praise be to God! 
Leader: Who dared to take on human flesh and dwell among us. 
People: Praise be to God! 
Leader: Who did not turn back in the face of evil and death. 
People: Praise be to God! 
Leader: Who continues to dance through our lives even now. 
ALL: Let all that have breath sing praise to God. 
 

HYMN & STORY   A Mighty Fortress is Our God        #110 – Verses 1 and 4                      
   

1 A mighty fortress is our God, 
a bulwark never failing; 
our helper he, amid the flood 
of mortal ills prevailing. 
For still our ancient foe 
does seek to work us woe; 
his craft and power are great, 
and armed with cruel hate, 
on earth is not his equal. 

4 That word above all earthly powers, 
no thanks to them, abideth; 
the Spirit and the gifts are ours,  
thru him who with us sideth.  
Let goods and kindred go;  
the mortal life also; 
the body they may kill; 
God’s truth abideth still; 
his kingdom is forever. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING  Psalm 145:10-18                  Linda Allen 
Creation and creatures applaud you, God; 
    your holy people bless you. 
They talk about the glories of your rule, 
    they exclaim over your splendor, 
Letting the world know of your power for good, 
    the lavish splendor of your kingdom. 
Your kingdom is a kingdom eternal; 
    you never get voted out of office. 
God always does what he says, 
    and is gracious in everything he does. 
God gives a hand to those down on their luck, 
    gives a fresh start to those ready to quit. 
All eyes are on you, expectant; 
    you give them their meals on time. 
Generous to a fault, 
    you lavish your favor on all creatures. 
Everything God does is right— 
    the trademark on all his works is love. 
God’s there, listening for all who pray, 
    for all who pray and mean it. 



HYMN & STORY   Thy Word                     #601 – as written 
 

Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet 
And a light unto my path 
 
When I feel afraid 
think I've lost my way 
Still You're there right beside me 
and nothing will I fear 
As long as You are near 
Please be near me to the end. 
 
Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet 
And a light unto my path. 

 
Now I will not forget 
Your love for me and yet 
My heart forever is wandering 
Jesus be my guide 
And hold me to Your side 
and I will love You to the end. 
 
Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet 
And a light unto my path 

 

PRESENTATION   “The Class Meeting”     
 

UNISON PRAYER                     Lori McVeigh 
 

Dearest Lord, We are so grateful for the opportunity to raise our voices in song to praise You 
today. Thank you for this faithful group of your servants who have come together to show their 
love for You and for each other as Your family. As we grow closer to meeting indoors again, let us 
thank all who were involved in helping this outdoor service be successful. We know that the 
Church is not a building, and are so thankful to have been able to patiently gather in fellowship 
and worship this Summer. Bless Pastor Shirley as she returns home after such a joyous event in 
presiding over her daughter’s wedding. We ask all of this in the precious name of our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ, Amen. 
 
HYMN & STORY   Holy, Holy, Holy                 64 – Verses 1 and 4       
      

1. Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! 
Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee. 
Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty, 
God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 

4. Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! 
All thy works shall praise thy name, in earth 
and sky and sea. 
Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty, 
God in three persons, blessed Trinity. 

 

NEW TESTAMENT READING  Ephesians 3:14-21          Diane Sharrow 
 

My response is to get down on my knees before the Father, this magnificent Father who parcels out all 
heaven and earth. I ask him to strengthen you by his Spirit—not a brute strength but a glorious inner 
strength—that Christ will live in you as you open the door and invite him in. And I ask him that with both 
feet planted firmly on love, you’ll be able to take in with all followers of Jesus the extravagant dimensions 
of Christ’s love. Reach out and experience the breadth! Test its length! Plumb the depths! Rise to the 
heights! Live full lives, full in the fullness of God. 
 
God can do anything, you know—far more than you could ever imagine or guess or request in your 
wildest dreams! He does it not by pushing us around but by working within us, his Spirit deeply and 
gently within us. 

Glory to God in the church! 
Glory to God in the Messiah, in Jesus! 

Glory down all the generations! 
Glory through all millennia! Oh, yes! 



HYMN & STORY   He Touched Me      
     #367 – As written 
 

Shackled by a heavy burden, 
'Neath a load of guilt and shame. 
Then the hand of Jesus touched me, 
And now I am no longer the same. 
 
He touched me, Oh He touched me, 
And oh the joy that floods my soul! 
Something happened and now I know, 
He touched me and made me whole. 

Since I met this blessed Savior, 
Since He cleansed and made me whole, 
I will never cease to praise Him, 
I'll shout it while eternity rolls. 
 
He touched me, Oh He touched me, 
And oh the joy that floods my soul! 
Something happened and now I know 
He touched me and made me whole. 

 
SPECIAL SONG REQUESTS 
 
BLESSING AND SENDING FORTH         Ann Reed 
 
CLOSING MUSIC  Wonderful Words of Life      Ann Reed 
 
Songs used by permission CCLI License #736328 
Opening Music Medley arranged by Carol Tornquist: Immortal, Invisible: ©2002 Word Music, Inc. I Could Sing of Your Love 
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Holy, Holy, Holy: Reginald Heber (1826); Music: John B. Dykes, 1861; Public Domain 
He Touched Me: William J. Gaither (1963) © 1963 William J. Gaither 
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*Written by Katherine Hawker, on Liturgy Outside 
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For the Young and Young at Heart 
 

• What special days do you like to celebrate? 
• How do you celebrate on those special days? 
• When can we celebrate our love for God? 

 
We celebrate our love for God every week in church, and 
we can celebrate our love for God on other days, too! In 
fact, let’s celebrate right now! 
 

Making a Celebration Stick 
 
Use a drinking straw and about six to ten ribbon strands. 
Tie and tape the ribbon strands to one end of the straw to 
make a celebration stick. Make sure to make a celebration 
stick for yourself! 
 
When we celebrate God’s love for us, it’s called praising 
God. 
 

• How do you think God feels when we praise Him? 
• How do you feel when you praise God? 

 
In the Bible, the book of Psalms talks a lot about praising 
God.  
 

• Why is it good to praise God? 
• How can we praise and celebrate God’s love right 

now? 
 

Singing is a great way to praise God and celebrate his love 
for us. Let’s celebrate! 
 
Today as we sing, wave your Celebration Stick to praise 
God! 
 
 

 
 


