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 November, 2020  

 

THE IN-SPIRE 
The Rutland United Methodist Church Newsletter 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Join us on Zoom and Facebook for Worship 
 each Sunday at 9:30 am, Fellowship at 9:00 am  

 

We will email the link to you with the bulletin. The ZOOM Worship & Fellowship link does not 
change, so once you have saved it, you can use it each week. Services will also be uploaded to 
RUMC’s Facebook and YouTube Channel for later viewing. 

 

Warm Words from Pastor Shirley Oskamp 
 

Dear Friends, 

 
As I write this, the snow arrived last night, and that seems fitting since this is the weekend when 

we "Fall Back", turning our clocks back an hour to preserve light in the morning. This also means 
the darkness will be coming earlier in the day, so there are trade-offs, of course. Just as the snow 

is beautiful, it also brings with it restrictions in travel and colder temperatures that send us 
indoors by the fireside, to cups of hot chocolate and tea. 
 

Change is a normal part of our lives. Some changes we deal with very well, while others can 

throw us off center, making new demands on us that we struggle to cope with. As I write this, the 
election will happen in just a few days. I don’t know what the outcome will be, but I do know that 

it will be important for all of us to renew our commitment to working together in order to help our 
country unite after some very divisive times.  
 

This difficult work is our work as followers of Christ because we are called to care for the 
disenfranchised. We are called to speak up for those who have no voice. After the election, some of 

us will feel that our voices have been heard, while others will feel that we have not. The important 

thing to remember, however, is that we are all in this together. We are all children of God. We are 

all people who claim the right to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.  
 

Being able to see Christ in another person is a powerful possibility. Everywhere we turn, we will 
see Christ, if we are looking with open eyes and an open heart and mind. Mother Teresa is the 

first one who taught me this, able as she was to see Jesus in the people living in poverty and ill 
health on the streets of Calcutta. Our situation might not be as dire as that, but it is true that if 

we look, we will see Christ right in front of us. We will see Jesus in need of relationship, Jesus 
who does not have enough food or a place to live, Jesus who does not have the things that make 

life joyful or worth living. 
 

This ability to see Christ in one another is especially important when we don’t see eye to eye with 
someone. It is important when we need to learn to trust again. It is important when we long to 

experience the joys of life, despite life’s very real challenges. My prayer is that each of us will take 
time to look for traces of Jesus in every person we see, whether someone who is familiar to us, or 

a stranger, whether someone with whom we agree or not. May we see Christ in everyone, and 
everywhere we cast our gaze, and may this way of seeing enlighten us and bring an ever-deeper 

wisdom to all we say and do, and to who we are. 
Blessings, 

Pastor Shirley 
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Thanksgiving Sunday Worship 
 
We have been invited to share a worship service at Grace Congregational Church at 
10:00 am on Sunday, November 22nd. Their pastor, Rev. Alberta Wallace and our own 

Pastor Shirley will lead the service. We are excited for our churches to celebrate 
Thanksgiving together. Grace Church can host up to 250 people in a socially-distanced 
way. Everyone is asked to wear a mask and to maintain safety protocols. If you are 

nervous about worshiping in person, the balcony is available. If you prefer to worship 
from home, we will also upload the service to YouTube and Facebook afterward. 

 

 
 

Annual Church Conference 
 

RUMC’s Annual Church Conference is set for Monday, November 23rd at 7:00 pm 
on ZOOM. This meeting offers a great opportunity to look over the past year and to plan 

for our future. It is set in the context of worship, including communion, and is led by 
our District Superintendent, Jill Colley-Robinson. Everyone is welcome to participate. 
We will share the link when we get closer to the date, and those who do not have 

computer access may choose to phone a friend who does, and listen in that way.  
  

To those who are serving in Leadership positions, are you willing to stay in your position 
for one extra year? This would be helpful as we continue to deal with the restrictions 

imposed on us by Covid-19. If you would prefer to step away from your leadership role 
or see yourself serving in a new way, please contact Pastor Shirley. Thank you for all 
you do! We are certainly the church as we work together. 
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Favorite Christmas Carols 
 

Do you have a favorite Christmas carol? Are you willing to talk about what makes it 

special to you? Maybe you could share a memory about it or talk about your favorite 
verse or why you like the tune. We would like to record a 2-3-minute video of you 
introducing your favorite Christmas carol. This video will be used for a special 

Christmas Carol-Sing worship service, as part of a Sunday service in Advent or as a 
special post on the church’s Facebook page. If you would like to participate, please let 
Pastor Shirley know. We can film you, or you are welcome to do that yourself and send 

us the file. Let’s share some memories! 
 

Advent & 12 Days of Christmas Projects 

Pastor John Longworth is working on two creative projects for the upcoming holiday 
season. He is collecting brief videos from people in various churches that he will 

combine into a daily Advent Calendar. Likewise, the 12 Days of Christmas will have 
their own video celebrating various themes. These are a wonderful effort to bring people 
together when the pandemic makes it difficult. November 15th is the deadline for 

contributions. 

To sign up for a day of Advent: 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0f4baeac22abf94-video  

To sign up for a day of Christmas: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0f4baeac22abf94-12days  

Worship Liturgists 
 

Pastor Shirley would like to involve more people in the Sunday worship services as 
liturgists. This entails reading the scripture and other parts of the service. We can film 
you at the church at a time that is convenient to you. Please reach out to Lori or Shirley 

if you are willing to serve in this way.  
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Bible Study will be meeting on Tuesdays at 1:00 pm via ZOOM. Each week we will look 
ahead at the scripture for the upcoming Sunday, discuss what they mean to us and for 

our lives. Everyone is welcome! Here is the ZOOM link: 
 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85438229806?pwd=bzlBMU5zNmNNMzJ6dlllQmVpUzhQZz09 

 

(And remember you can join in by phone too, either by calling another participant on 
their phone or using ZOOM by dialing 1.646.558.8656 then Meeting ID: 854 3822 9806 
and then the Passcode: 178551) 

 

 

 

Thank you!! We have had positive responses to the “Virtual 
Chocolate Fest” both online and by way of checks sent to the 

Church. To date over $3,400 has been collected! 
 

This fundraiser is running through November 30th. 
 

Even though we cannot host Chocolate Fest this year, we are 
asking you to consider supporting this event without the benefit 

of the decadent chocolate desserts or the lovely silent auction 
items we offered, many generously donated by local businesses. 

 
However, this Virtual event isn’t completely without chocolate! 

 
37 Center Street 

Rutland, Vermont 

For a $25 donation: Certificate for a 2-truffle box of 
chocolate 
For a $50 donation: Certificate for four truffles 

For a $75 donation: Certificate for six truffles 
For a $100 donation: Certificate for eight truffles 
 

(Certificates will be mailed to you) 
 

If this is something that you are willing to support, please send donations to “RUMC 

Chocolate Fest,” 60 Strongs Avenue, Rutland, VT 05701. You may also donate on the 

“Rutland United Methodist Church” or “Chocolate Fest RUMC” Facebook page, or call 

the Church office (802-773-2460) to pay by credit card. 

 

 

about:blank
about:blank
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Morning madness at the Comfort Zone!! 

Comfort Zone 

The last day we did breakfast in October we put out 82 meals, which is any all-time 
high! We do expect numbers to go back down a little at the first half of this month, 

which they usually do. 
 

We have had many generous donations of food and supplies for both Comfort Zone 
breakfasts and for our food shelf. We want everyone to know they are greatly 
appreciated and thank you very much! 
 

We also received $250 for supplies from the Thrivent Group and are waiting to see if we 

receive the grant for food.  
 

Thank you to all who donated to the food shelf matching grant program. You donated a 

total of 765 items, and Comfort Zone will now receive a grant of $500! 
 

Marsha Johnson 

Comfort Zone Coordinator 
 

Breaking Bread 
 

Last month Breaking Bread received our dinners from Everyone Eats, a food relief 

program that uses CARES Act funds to purchases to-go meals from area restaurants  
to be distributed to anyone impacted by COVID-19. This month, we used grant money 

from a Vermont Foodbank grant called Vermonters Feeding Vermonters that helped to 
purchase 20 pounds of carrots used for glazed carrots for this month's meal, and a 
donation of McKenzie hotdogs from McKenzie foods, with side dishes and desserts 

provided by many great cooks from The Church of the Wildwood, Good Shepherd 
Lutheran Church and Rutland United Methodist. 
 

We gave out 50 meals, and donated the rest of the packaged meals to BROC.  There 
was still enough left-over mac n cheese to package up 25 lunches for Monday. 

  
As always, thank you to all who have donated, worked, and in all ways supported the 
meal. We couldn't manage without all the help! 

Linda Allen 
Outreach Coordinator 
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Sunday School 

I continue to prepare and deliver Sunday School lessons to the children’s homes each 
week.  

 
In addition to the regular lesson, I brought each child a pumpkin to carve for Halloween 
along with a copy of a “Pumpkin Prayer.” With each step of cutting the pumpkin there 

was a line of the prayer to say that corresponded with what they were cutting, such as 
when they opened the top of the pumpkin, the prayer started, “Dear Lord, open my 
mind so I can learn new things about you.” 

Marsha Johnson 
Superintendent 

 

 

 
 

Church Finances 
 

In order to balance the budget, it is necessary to take in an average of $12,500 per 
month in deposits. As you can see, we are not quite there, but are hoping folks will 
catch up on their pledges if the virtual nature of worship has held them back, or reach 

a little deeper if they are able. We understand that finances are tight for many of us, so 
please just do what you are able. Listed here are the weekly deposits for October: 

 

October 4 3,653 

October 11 1,626 

October 18 2,162 

October 25 2,550 

TOTAL: $ 9,991 
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Financial Support 

During this time of worshiping at home, the work of the Church continues. We are reaching 

out through phone, letter and internet, feeding hungry people and offering spiritual support 

to those in need of encouragement (which is really all of us). Thank you for continuing your 

faithful support of our church through your offering, which may be mailed to Rutland UMC 

at 60 Strongs Avenue, Rutland, VT 05701. 

 
November & December Birthdays & Anniversaries 

 
NOVEMBER DECEMBER 

5 Ellen Wakker 8 Ericka Wakker 

9 Jack Mackin 9 Kevin Stone 

 Lynn Tucker 11 Mark Allen 

13 Beth Fernandes 12 Lori McVeigh 

14 Ava-Grace Mackin 15  Cathy Fleming 

15 Doug Allen 16 Julia Reynolds 

16 Sofia Villano Betts 18 Lexi Moore 

 Rodney Siliski 19 Carol Marold 

17 Ely Abuel  Ann Reed 

23 Rose Wetherby  McKenzie Barnes 

25 Sharon Whitney  Alec Barnes 

27 Diane Sharrow 20 Glenda O’Connor 

 Betty Corey 21 Mike Gauthier 

  24 Terry O’Connor 

    
 

 

Supplies Needed for the Church 
 

Call first and we will make sure the back door is unlocked for 

 you to drop items off. The best time to drop by is 11 am to noon. 
Please put your name on the items so that we can thank you!! 

 

 

FOR COMFORT ZONE & BREAKING BREAD 

Paper Towels Coffee 

Kleenex Refrigerator thermometer 

Dawn dish detergent Sponges  

Cheese  Shelf-stable milk 

Disposable gloves (vinyl or nitrile) Size L and XL 

 

 
Images: New Street Christian Reformed Church; Engage Community Church; Friendship Missionary Baptist 

Church; Trinity United Methodist Church; Animated Praise; First Baptist Church of Auburndale 
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Best Wishes! 
 

 

 
 

Pastor Hannah married Christopher Sheldon in Peru, Vermont on October 17, 2020. Their 
children and immediate family were there to celebrate with them. We wish Hannah and 
Chris Sheldon many years of happiness! 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Rutland United Methodist Church 
 60 Strongs Avenue, Rutland, Vermont 05701 

802.773.2460 - Fax: 802.773-8491 
 Office hours: Monday through Thursday 9 am to 12 pm 

Email: rutlandumc@aol.com - Website: rutlandumc.com 
Facebook: Rutland United Methodist Church  

Contact Pastor Shirley Oskamp for any pastoral emergencies at 802-779-7146 
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