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Join us for worship on Sunday at 9:30 am 
 

Meetings and Events 

Pastor Shirley will be away from February 5 to February 19 for her father’s memorial service 
and time with family at his home. During this time, Rev. John Longworth and Pastor Bev 
Anderson will be available for pastoral care. John can be reached at 802-773-9659, and Bev 

can be reached at 802-422-3484. Leave a message if necessary. 
 

District Superintendent Jill Colley Robinson will preach on February 9. 
 

Pastor David Abbott, Director of Stewardship at the United Methodist Foundation, will be 
preaching on February 16. He coordinated our receipt of a $2,500 grant from the UMF for 
Comfort Zone. We are pleased to have him preach, and he will be staying over and will come on 
Monday to witness the Comfort Zone in action. 
 

Study Group: See article below.  
 

Breaking Bread Community Meal: February 27, 2020 at 5 pm; and on last Thurs. of each month. 
 

Leadership Team Meeting: Monday, March 9, 2020 at 6 pm. 
 

Collaborative Ministry Team Meeting: Thursday, March 19, 2020 at 5:00 pm at Good 
Shepherd Lutheran Church. 
 

Comfort Zone Walk-In Center: Monday -Thursday 9 am-noon. Breakfast served until 11 am. 
 

Warm Words from Pastor Shirley Oskamp 

 

 

 

 
St. Brigid’s Cross, made by children in 

Ireland and given away on Imbolc to 
protect homes from evil, fire and hunger 

 

 
 

Dear Friends, 
 I have noticed that the light is returning, and perhaps you have as well?  Dawn is a little 
earlier each morning, and sunset a little later each evening. Although we may have chosen to 
live here in what some of my southern friends call “the great frozen tundra”, by this time of year 
we might be getting a little weary of the cold and darkness, so the return of light is very 
welcome! 
 



 

 In the Celtic tradition this season, and particularly February 1st, is called Imbolc and is 
associated with Saint Brigid. Imbolc means, “in the belly”, when lambs are in the bellies of 
ewes and when spring is in the belly of winter. Brigid was a midwife and healer, known for her 
compassion for the poor.  She was also the founding abbess of a monastery in Kildare, Ireland 
where her sacred flame of hope, peace and justice still burns.  
 When we are deep in winter, many of us take the time to go within – both inside our 
homes and within ourselves in a contemplative way. Winter provides opportunity to reflect on 
our lives, to read and to gather in warm cozy places with friends. These internal activities can 
nourish us deeply, and I am grateful for them.   
 I am also grateful that we live in a place where the cycles of the seasons draw us into a 
rhythm of going within for winter and emerging in more active ways in the spring and summer. 
Here, in February, there is still time for reflection, for being internal. Winter is still with us for 
a while, but instead of frustration with the continuing snowy weather, maybe we can focus 
more on what might be emerging out of the cold and dark. 
 This is a particularly generative season, when we can focus on the new life we might want 
to bring forth from the contemplation and solitude of winter.  It is a good time to ask ourselves 
- What is yearning to be born in me? What new ideas do I want to bring to life? May we seek and 

find the blessings of February, and of this special season. 
Blessings, 

Shirley 

 
P.S. For more information about Brigid: http://brigidine.org.au/about-us/our-patroness/ 
 

Lent & Easter  
 

A booklet will be put together of “Lenten Reflections” wherein some GSLC and RUMC folks will 

write their interpretation of certain scriptures, including a personal story that relates to the 

scripture. GSLC will produce the actual booklets, which will be available to all. 

Ash Wednesday: February 26th: Come and prepare for the Lenten season. We worship at RUMC 
at noon. Church of the Wildwood at 7 pm. 
 
Maundy Thursday: April 9th. Communion service at Church of the Wildwood UMC at 7 pm.  
 
Good Friday: April 10th. Service at RUMC at 7 pm, with joint choirs from several area churches. 
 

Holy Saturday: April 11th. Special 2-hour service at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church at 5:30 pm. 
 

Easter Sunday: April 12th. No sunrise service at RUMC or GSLC. Regular worship service at 
9:30 am. 

Study Group 
 

Pastor Shirley is leading a study group to discuss Jim Wallis' book, "Christ in Crisis: Why We 
Need to Reclaim Jesus". The study just began, and all are welcome to join the group! We will 

meet over lunch - from 12:30 - 1:30 on Tuesday or Thursday at RUMC 60 Strongs Ave. (see 
schedule below).  Feel free to bring your own lunch if you would like.   
 
About the book: In Christ in Crisis, bestselling author, renowned speaker, and iconic Christian activist 
Jim Wallis argues that our cultural and political crisis largely stems from how the American church has 
become disconnected from the teachings of Jesus Christ. Building on the popular and controversial 
“Reclaiming Jesus” declaration he and other church leaders wrote in May, 2018 to address America’s 
moral crisis—to which 5 million people responded—Wallis points to 8 radical questions central to Jesus’ 
teaching: the Neighbor Question, the Image Question, the Truth Question, the Power Question, the Fear 
Question, the Caesar Question, the Peacemaker Question, and the Discipleship Question. By asking 
ourselves these questions, we can measure whether we are thinking and acting “in Jesus’ name.”  

http://brigidine.org.au/about-us/our-patroness/


 

Our gatherings will center on sharing ideas and insights gleaned from our study. Some of these 
themes will challenge us, and we may not always agree with one another or with the author, so 
please bring an open heart and mind. See Pastor Shirley or Lori McVeigh for more information. 
 

Meeting Dates: 
 

Tuesday, Feb. 4th - "The Neighbor Question"  
Thursday, Feb. 20th - "The Image Question" Chapter 3 and/or podcast  
(Skipping this week for Ash Wed., Feb. 26th & Breaking Bread, Feb 27th) 
Tuesday, March 3rd - "The Truth Question"  
Tuesday, March 10th - "The Power Question"  
Thursday, March 19th - "The Fear Question" 
Tuesday, March 24th - "The Caesar Question" 
Thursday, April 2nd - "The Peacemaker Question" 
(April 5-11 Holy Week - no study group) 
Thursday, April 16th - "The Discipleship Question" 
Tuesday, April 21st - "Becoming Salt, Light and Hope" 
 

Did You Know? 
 

The Bible is the best-selling book in the world. Over 100 million copies are sold each year. 

The shortest chapter in the Bible is Psalm 117, with just two verses. 

The shortest verse in the Bible comes from John 11:35, which simply states, "Jesus wept." 

The longest chapter in the Bible is Psalm 119. 

The longest verse in the Bible is Esther 8:9. 

There are 66 total books in the Bible and here is great way to remember it: 

Remember the numbers 3 and 9 
There are 39 books in the Old Testament. 

Multiply 3 X 9 and the answer is 27 
There are 27 Books in the New Testament. 
If you add 39 and 27 and the answer is 66 

There are 66 books in the entire Bible. 

The longest word in the Bible is 18 letters long – Maher-Shalal-Hash-Baz” found in Isaiah 8:1, 
and refers to the symbolic name that Isaiah was commanded to write on a tablet to indicate a 
future attack on Damascus and Samaria by the king of Assyria. 

Jesus was not an only child. He had at least 4 brothers mentioned by name and at least 2 
unnamed sisters. 

The oldest man in the Bible was 969 years old when he died and his name was Methuselah. 
The first book of the Bible talks about a serpent tempting Eve. Then at the end of the Bible we 
read about that serpent again: 

Genesis 3:1 (NIV) 

Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the Lord God had made. He 
said to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?” 

Revelation 20:2 (NIV) 

He seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the devil, or Satan, and bound him for a 
thousand years. 

The last word in the Bible is Amen. 

 

https://biblehub.com/john/11-35.htm


 

Sunday School and Souper Bowl of Caring 
 

Sunday School is starting to study the Beatitudes and God’s Blessings. They will be working 
on memorizing the Beatitudes over the next few weeks. Please check out the Sunday School 
bulletin board on the subject! 

      
Souper Bowl of Caring is celebrating 30 years of tackling hunger in the U.S. Its mission is to 
empower youth and unite communities to tackle hunger using the “Big Game” to energize the 
collection. On Sunday, February 2nd, our Sunday School children collected $108.11 for the 
Rutland Community Food Shelf and $71.07 for RUMC’s Comfort Zone. Thank you! 
 
Even though the Super Bowl is over, the children will collect one more time on Sunday, 
February 9th for anyone who missed it and would like to give. 

 

Marsha Johnson 

Comfort Zone 
 

Comfort Zone continues to be busy! We served 288 meals during January, and gave out 58 
items, including socks, jackets, hand warmers, hygiene kits, sweatshirts. Guests are happy to 
get out of the blustery Winter weather for a few hours. 
 
During 2019, 1,800 meals were served at the Comfort Zone!! 
 
Many thanks go out to the Comfort Zone volunteers who work hard to prepare breakfast, clean 
up, and spend quality time with our visitors. For more information, contact Marsha Johnson 
or Linda Allen. 

It’s Not Too Early (is it?) 

Be thinking about Christian Summer Camp for a youth that you know. Up to $500 has been 
generously donated for camperships for those who would like to attend. The office will be 
receiving paperwork with more information about camps throughout New England, and will be 
happy to pass it onto anyone who is interested. 

Liturgists 
 

Sunday worship Liturgists are always appreciated. This involves Sharing the Story of Faith 
(reading the Old Testament scripture), leading the congregation in a unison prayer and 
Moments of Quiet Meditation, and introducing the sung response. Sign up sheet is on a 
clipboard on the literature rack. 

Daily Devotionals 
 

Inspiration for your Daily Walk of Faith – Our Daily Bread and The Upper Room each offer a 
Scripture verse and a reflection for the day. Feel free to take one or both from the literature rack. 

 
 

RUTLAND UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
60 Strongs Avenue 

Rutland, Vermont 05701 
802.773.2460 - Fax: 802.773-8491 

Email: rutlandumc@aol.com - Website: rutlandumc.com 

Facebook: Rutland United Methodist Church  
Office Hours: Monday – Thursday: 9:00 am to 2:00 pm 
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Supplies Needed! 
 

For Comfort Zone, Breaking Bread and General Church Use: 

 

Butter Syrup 

Sugar Juice 
Napkins Ketchup 

Paper towels Toilet paper 

Heavy-weight socks Warm gloves 

Combs Half & Half 

Hand & foot warmers Bacon 

Sausage Regular & decaf coffee 

Granola bars Paper bowls 
 

Attendance 

 

January 5:   44 January 12: 41 

January 19: 35 January 26: 46 
 
 

    Finances 
 

Estimated Monthly Income: $9,300 
Estimated Monthly Expenses: $14,300 

Shortfall: $5,000 per month 
May we all prayerfully consider ways of lessening this shortfall. 

 

February Birthdays & Anniversaries            March Birthdays & Anniversaries 
 

1 Craig Cota  1 Faith Berg 

 Scott Sharrow   Richard Fales, Jr. 

3 Linda Mackin   Devin Derepentigny   

6 Derek Long  3 Kristina Pettis 

8 Judy Pidgeon  4 Gary Archer 

9 Judy Long  6 Laura Lafond 

 Paul Whitney   Ashley (McVeigh) Somers 

 Russell Perry  11 Sharon Crosby 

10 Joe Watson  14 Sue Smith 

 Arlene O’Connor  20 Scott Kuiken 

11 Norman Desjardins   Brayden Moore 

13 Emily Pettus  22 Ron Colomb 

 Lynn & Scott Tucker   26 Brody Scott Somers 

14 Karen Cartier  29 Ely & Susana Abuel  

15 Jim Mills, Jr.    

17 Linda & Mark Allen     

18 Toban Crosby    

19 Judy Olson    

 Alison Gauthier    

26 Bonnie Partridge    

28 Jane Jepson    

 Matt Fillioe    

 Doug Brooks    

 


