
A Time Apart Worship 
Rutland UMC & Church of the Wildwood 

May 24, 2020      Ascension Sunday 
 
OPENING MUSIC   All Hail the Power of Jesus' Name    Ann Reed  

arranged by John Turner 
 
WELCOME – This morning’s worship service was prepared by chaplains and others from the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church who are not serving local churches at this time. We have filled in some aspects for those 
who are worshipping at home and do not have access to the internet, offering some questions that might 
take you deeper as you reflect on the scriptures on your own. May this worship time bless you. ~ Shirley 
     
OPENING PRAYER – God of love, we pray that this time of worship will feed our souls and our minds. 
May our hearts be filled with your grace and goodness as we sing and pray, as we hear your word 
through scripture and sermon and in the whispers of your voice as you speak to us. Thank you for being 
with us now and always, at church, in our homes and in the community. Amen. 
 
ONLINE LINK FOR THE WORSHIP SERVICE:  
https://vimeo.com/419913719 
 
GREETING 
 
HYMN   Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee Text: Henry van Dyke, 1852-1933 
 
1 Joyful, joyful we adore thee, God of glory, Lord of love! 
 Hearts unfold like flow’rs before thee, praising thee, their sun above. 
 Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, drive the gloom of doubt away. 
 Giver of immortal gladness, fill us with the light of day. 
 
2 All thy works with joy surround thee, earth and heav’n reflect thy rays, 
 stars and angels sing around thee, center of unbroken praise. 
 Field and forest, vale and mountain, flow’ry meadow, flashing sea, 
 chanting bird, and flowing fountain call us to rejoice in thee. 
 
3 Thou art giving and forgiving, ever blessing, ever blest, 
 wellspring of the joy of living, ocean-depth of happy rest! 
 Thou our Father, Christ our brother, all who live in love are thine; 
 teach us how to love each other, lift us to the joy divine!

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
FIRST READING: Acts 1:1-11 
This reading propels us out into ministry, picking up the work that Jesus began. But first, Jesus told us to wait 
for the power of the Holy Spirit to rest upon us, to bless our work. How have you experienced this power? 
 
RESPONSIVE READING  Psalm 47 
 1Clap your hands, | all you peoples; shout to God with a | joyful sound. 
 2For the Lord Most High is | to be feared: a great king over | all the earth, 
 3who subdues the | peoples under us, and the nations un- | der our feet; 
 4who chooses our inheri- | tance for us, the pride of Jacob, | whom God loves. R 

https://vimeo.com/419913719


 5God has gone up | with a shout, the Lord with the sound | of the ram’s horn. 
 6Sing praises to | God, sing praises; sing praises to our | king, sing praises. R 
 7For God is king of | all the earth; sing praises | with a song. 
 8God reigns o- | ver the nations; God is en- | throned on high. 
 9The nobles of the peoples have gathered as the people of the | God of Abraham. 
  The rulers of the earth belong to God, who is high- | ly exalted. R 
 
SECOND READING: Ephesians 1:15-23 
Paul asks that Jesus’ followers be given the spirit of wisdom and revelation as we come to know Jesus.  
Can you think about a specific time when you experienced wisdom or revelation that came from beyond your 

own knowing? 
 
GOSPEL READING: Luke 24:44-53 
Think about the blessings of presence, guidance and wisdom that Jesus offered to his followers, to us. How do 
you experience these blessings in your daily life?  
 
HYMN:  Alleluia! Sing to Jesus By W. Chatterson Dix 

 
Alleluia! Sing to Jesus; 

 his the scepter, his the throne; 
 Alleluia! his the triumph, 
 his the victory alone. 
 Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion 
 thunder like a mighty flood: 
 "Jesus out of ev'ry nation 
 has redeemed us by his blood." 
 

  
 Alleluia! Not as orphans 
 are we left in sorrow now; 
 Alleluia! he is near us; 
 faith believes, nor questions how. 
 Though the cloud from sight received   

him 
 when the forty days were o'er, 
 shall our hearts forget his promise: 
 "I am with you evermore"

NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,  
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE   Whole People of God Copyright © Wood Lake Publishing  

As followers of Jesus, O God, 
we seek to find ways to live out the example he showed, 
and do the things he taught. 
As he modelled new ways of being in leadership, 
new ways of seeing one another and our place in this world, and as he showed us ways to proclaim your 

love and goodness with everything we do, 
we try to follow, and let the world know 
that no matter who we are 
or where we have been, 
you love us unconditionally. 
Yet there are times when we feel abandoned. 
We do not know where to turn, 
we do not know what the future might hold for us, 
and we long for you to intervene in huge, dramatic ways 
that take the pressure off of us. 
Such is not your way, we realize. 
Your way is to call us into discipleship 
and challenge us to make the difference 
you so keenly desire in our world. 
Lead us. 
Guide us. 
Push us. 
Help us to be the people Jesus called 
to acts of discipleship, 
that our world might be improved. Amen. 
 
HYMN: Crown Him with Many Crowns 
 

1. Crown him with many crowns, The Lamb upon his throne; 
Hark! how the heavenly anthem drowns All music but its own: 
Awake, my soul, and sing Of him who died for thee, 
And hail him as thy matchless king Through all eternity. 
 
2. Crown him the Lord of love! Behold his hands and side,-- 
Rich wounds, yet visible above, In beauty glorified: 
No angel in the sky Can fully bear that sight, 
But downward bends his burning eye At mysteries so bright! 
 
3. Crown him the Lord of life Who triumphed o'er the grave, 
And rose victorious in the strife For those he came to save; 
His glories now we sing Who died, and rose on high. 
Who died, eternal life to bring And lives that death may die.   
 
4. Crown him the Lord of heaven! One with the Father known,-- 



And the blest Spirit, through him given From yonder triune throne! 
All hail! Redeemer,--Hail! For Thou hast died for me; 

 Thy praise shall never, never fail, throughout eternity! 

 
BENEDICTION & DISMISSAL 
 
POSTLUDE: A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing  Venerable Bede/Benjamin Webb 
 
REACHING OUT We invite you to reach out to someone this week, to share your thoughts about today’s 
scriptures and to give support to someone who will appreciate your care. 
 
OFFERING - Thank you for continuing your faithful support through your offering, which may be mailed 
to Rutland UMC at 60 Strongs Ave. or to Church of the Wildwood c/o Cyndie Clark 1 Merrick Street 
Rutland, VT 05701. Your gifts enable us to continuing shining the Light of Christ in the world. 
 
Songs used by permission CCLI License #736328 
Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee Public Domain 
Alleluia! Sing to Jesus  Public Domain 
Crown Him with Many Crowns Public Domain 
A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing Public Domain 
 

NEWS & NOTES 
 
Breaking Bread is scheduled for this Thursday, May 28th. We are serving lasagna to go. If you would like 
to help or provide something for this dinner, please contact Linda Allen. 
 
Pastor Shirley is available during the coronavirus shut down by cell phone: 802-779-7146 or email: 
pastor.rutland2019@gmail.com Office hours are from 9-2 Monday through Thursday, but in case of 
emergency, please call when you need support. 
 
New England Annual Conference Covid-19 updates and information - https://www.neumc.org/COVID19 
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