
Page | 1  
 

 December, 2021  
 

THE IN-SPIRE 
The Rutland United Methodist Church Newsletter 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

In-person Worship at 60 Strongs Avenue at 9:30 am 
Services will also be livestreamed on RUMC’s Facebook page 

 

Zoom Fellowship at 9:00 am   
Link will be emailed to you with the bulletin or contact the office. 

 

 

“Mark Your Calendar” 

Tuesdays at 5:15 pm at 60 Strongs Ave.: Choir rehearsal 

Wednesdays at 5:15 pm at 60 Strongs Ave.: Bells of Joy rehearsal  

Sunday, December 12 at 1 pm: Christmas Concert in Proctor – see article below 

Monday, December 13 at 6 pm via Zoom: Leadership Team 

Sunday, December 19 at 9:30 am: Blue Christmas incorporated in Worship 

Friday, December 24 at 6 pm: Christmas Eve service at RUMC 

Friday, December 24 at 8 pm: Christmas Eve service at Church of the Wildwood 

Warm Words from Pastor Shirley Oskamp 
Dear Friends, 

Christmas, for many of us Vermonters, is intertwined with beautiful snowy landscapes as 

well as cozy gatherings around the woodstove. When I was a child, I didn’t understand 

how people could celebrate Christmas in an environment that was different from mine. 

How did palm trees and sunny tropical warmth fit into the whole picture? 

Well, historically, they fit in very well. Bethlehem, Israel, where biblical accounts say Jesus 

was born, is in the desert, and palm trees are common there. It is also a whole lot warmer 

than Vermont in December, so it turns out that my Christmas associations have more to 

do with where I grew up and what my family did to celebrate than they do with the 

environment into which Jesus was born. 

When we go chasing after our own ideas of what Christmas should be, it is easy to get 

lulled into thinking that it has to be a certain way. But “what is essential is invisible to the 

eye,” as Antoine de Saint-Exupéry’s Little Prince reminds us. Christmas is essentially a 

celebration of the heart.  When we talk about getting ready for Christmas, preparing our 

hearts is important. As Christians, we talk about celebrating the birth of Christ, but this 

can easily be expanded to a broader promise of the birth of hope, love and light for all 

people. 
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We can certainly use some hope in this world that so often dashes hopes more than it raises 

them. We can use more love as well, and light that is brave enough to shine into the hidden 

corners into which none of us is comfortable venturing.  We need to look for ways to be hope for 

the world in which we live. How can we beam some of God’s love into those places of difficult 

truth and even of embarrassment that our society would prefer were left in hiding? 

This Christmas, this season of hope, perhaps the best way to celebrate is by asking ourselves, how 

will we birth hope into the world? If the Christian story is our own, then how does the birth of Christ 

matter in our lives? How will we bring Christ into the world in ways that matter? I pray that God 

will guide our longing hearts in this and every season. May you have a blessed Christmas. 

Shirley 

 

 

 

 

AS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

For those who have experienced loss, or are 

dealing with difficulties or challenges in their lives, 

Christmas can be complicated. With the 

uncertainty of COVID and the isolation many of 

us are experiencing this year, it may feel like an 

effort to get into the season of celebration. 

During the worship service on Sunday, December 

19th, we will take time to acknowledge the 

challenges and prepare for the coming of the 

Christ in the midst of uncertainty, pain and grief. I 

hope you will join us for this healing time of 

worship. 
 

 

 

Please join us for a candle-lit, carol-

filled Christmas Ev [Grab your reader’s attention 

with a great quote from the document or use this space 

to emphasize a key point. To place this text box 

anywhere on the page, just drag it.] 

e service 

6 PM at Rutland UMC at 60 Strongs Avenue, 

Rutland or on Zoom and Facebook Live 

8 PM at Church of the Wildwood, Holden 

Road, Chittenden or on Zoom 
 

Please join us for a candle-lit, carol-

filled Christmas Eve service 

6 PM at Rutland UMC at 60 Strongs 

Avenue, Rutland or on Zoom and 

Facebook Live 

8 PM at Church of the Wildwood, Holden 

Road, Chittenden or on Zoom 
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Upcoming Christmas Concert 

 

 

 

 

RUMC Bells of Joy have been invited to perform in an hour concert that Proctor Union 

Church, 5 Church Street in Proctor, on Sunday, December 12 at 1:00 pm. Jen Cohen and 

her Panhandlers (Steel Drum) group will host this concert and will also play several 

Christmas selections. Admission is free; however, donations will be gratefully accepted. 

Please wear a mask.  
Outreach 

We have had lots of requests for help this month. The church assisted someone with 

moving expenses at the request of a local agency, collaborated with Troll House to 

put a person in a motel for a night, helped someone get a copy of their license, and 

along with Troll House, helped a man whose car had been towed, to get it out of 

impound.  Because he had been living in his car, all his clothing and personal items 

were locked away with the car.   

We give out jackets, gloves, hats, boots and other winter apparel daily to help keep our 

guests warm. The clothes closet needs boots and jackets, men’s gloves and warm socks!  
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A request from a woman in Guildhall. A recent request came in from a senior citizen in 

Guildhall.  Catherine has two disabled sons and a disabled husband. Her car was 

declared un-inspectable a few days ago.  She needs a car to get to appointments, to 

the pharmacy, to the grocery store and for other essential travel.  Being without a car 

makes the family’s life almost impossible.  It anyone knows of someone with a car to 

donate to them, please call her at 802-490-9747. 

Linda Allen, Outreach Coordinator 

Comfort Zone 
 

The evening before Thanksgiving we gave out 82 Thanksgiving dinners from the 

“Everyone Eats” program. Many thanks to Diane Sharrow, Sarah Pulcer, Stephanie 

and Andrew McMahon for coming and helping to get things ready and passing out 

meals. Also, many thanks to Linda Allen for baking a selection of frozen pies to serve 

with the meals. 

 

Once again, we are putting out an appeal for volunteers. If you can’t help during 

breakfast, we have several other opportunities to help at different times of the day or 

evening. Needed are people for clean-up after breakfast, putting bags together for 

the next day, putting up containers of fruit or condiments, preparing food, doing 

inventory, and much more. 

 

Comfort Zone is a much-needed ministry in the Rutland community, and you can help 

to keep it going! Wishing you all love, peach and joy for a very Merry Christmas! 
 

Marsha Johnson, Comfort Zone Coordinator 
 

Climate crisis and the teachings of Jesus 
 

What did the COP26 climate meeting last month in Glasgow agree to do to rescue the Earth 

from the climate catastrophe rushing towards us? The answer is very little, even though this will 

destroy much of life on Earth. Only a few churches protested.  

 

What did Jesus teach about the Earth and the Creation? Jesus was the indigenous Teacher 

whose Aramaic name was Yeshua (or Joshua). Indigenous people understand deeply that we 

must support the Earth as the living Creation. Yeshua said follow me into the world of the Creator 

and you will see the Truth of the interconnected web of all life and the Creation. That Truth will 

set you Free to act on behalf of the Earth. But this Truth was crushed at the Council of Nicea in 

325 AD to meet the demands of the Roman Emperor Constantine for a religion based on the 

power of the Emperor over people, and people over nature. Tragically perhaps half a million 

Jewish Aramaic-speaking Christians perished over the next two centuries. The Aramaic gospels 

were destroyed and only recently recovered in part (The Hidden Gospel by Douglas-Klotz). 

 

The choice is very clear. We must choose the teachings of Jesus, and preservation of the Earth 

over the greed of capitalism and the fossil fuel empire. This will go a long way toward solving the 

climate crisis. (To glimpse the indigenous world, read my Jan. 18, 2020 Planet article at 

lanbetts.com/writings.) 

Dr. Alan Betts 
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Sunday School 
 

The children have completed a unit on Adam and Eve and the Creation. Some of their craft 

projects are on display in the Church. On Sunday, November 28, they started a unit on 

Advent and Christmas which will continue into mid-January. The children were given Advent 

calendars to countdown to Christmas. 

 

Merry Christmas to all!        Marsha Johnson, Sunday School Superintendent 

 

Stewardship & Finances 
 

Thank you for your continued faithful stewardship to RUMC. You make our ministry possible by 

financially supporting our staff as well as all of the outreach we do as Christ’s hands in this community. 

Donations can be made by mail, in person, through Facebook, or by credit card Call Assistant 

Treasurer Kristen Jarvi (438-9805) or Lori in the office (773-2460). Here are the offerings and 

donations for November: 

November 7 1,501 

November 14 1,734 

November 21 1,605 

November 28 910 

Facebook Deposits for November 870 

 $ 6,620 

 

 

They are at it again! Scott McVeigh and Carl Wener 

 putting up our beautiful 9-foot Christmas Tree  
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December and January Birthdays 

 

 
 

 

DECEMBER  

8 Ericka Wakker 21 Mike Gauthier 

9 Kevin Stone 24 Terry O’Connor 

11 Mark Allen   

12 Lori McVeigh JANUARY 

15 Cathy Fleming 3 Steve Dotson 

16 Julia Reynolds 6 Gary Lindorff 

18 Lexi Moore 9 Dottie Lafountain 

19 Carol Marold 9 Joyce Robarge 

19 Ann Reed 13 Roberta Hemmer 

19 McKenzie Barnes 16  Natalia Mendoza Betts 

19 Alyah Barnes 18 Amy Mackin Mills 

20 Glenda O’Connor 28 Stephanie McMahon 

 

Supplies Needed for Comfort Zone 
 

JUICE BOXES or POUCHES! 

Individual FRUIT CUPS! 

Large bottles of juice Shelf-stable milk  

Crackers, cookies, bars Sugar 

Hormel “Compleats” meals Mayonnaise  

Pam cooking spray “Baggies” – all sizes 

Canned corned beef or roast beef hash (used for casseroles too) 

 

Boots, gloves (particularly men’s), socks, handwarmers, blankets 

 

Rutland United Methodist Church, 60 Strongs Avenue, Rutland, Vermont 05701 

802.773.2460 - Fax: 802.773-8491 Email: rutlandumc@aol.com 

 Website: rutlandumc.com - Facebook: Rutland United Methodist Church  

Contact Pastor Shirley Oskamp for any pastoral emergencies at 802-779-7146 
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