
A Time Apart & Together Worship 
Rutland UMC  

Sunday, May 9, 2021 
 
OPENING MUSIC  Gratitude                    Ann Reed, Pianist 
 
WELCOME 
Good morning! It is good to be together, in person and online. We are gathered in the name of Jesus 
Christ, who said, "This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.” May we love 
one another as an expression of our love of God. 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP             ** Seasons of the Spirit 
Pastor We gather together to worship our God. We are brought together as God’s chosen people.  
We abide in God’s love.  
People: We enter worship with glad hearts, eager to love and serve God.  
Christ has loved us completely and fully. We abide in Christ’s love.  
Pastor: We praise the maker of heaven and earth, whose love spreads to all of creation.  
People: Creation is a gift to all, and we are entrusted to care for the good earth.  
Creation abides in our love.  
Pastor: We honor the light, the dark, and the hues between. God makes all beautiful.  
People: Life in its fullness holds great joy and great pain.  
We are witnesses to the depth of love that fills our days. We abide in the joy of love.  
 
HYMN    All Creatures of Our God and King      # 62 
1. All creatures of our God and King, Lift up your voice and with us sing, O praise ye! Alleluia! 
O brother sun with golden beam, O sister moon with silver gleam! 
O praise ye! O praise ye! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
2. O brother wind, air, clouds and rain, by which all creatures ye sustain, O praise ye! Alleluia! 
Thou rising morn, in praise rejoice, ye lights of evening, find a voice!  
O praise ye! O praise ye! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
4. Dear mother earth, who day by day, unfoldest blessings on our way, O praise ye! Alleluia! 
The flowers and fruits that in thee grow, let them God’s glory also show. 
O praise ye! O praise ye! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
SHARING THE STORY OF FAITH  Acts 10:44-48            Scott McVeigh 
 
UNISON PRAYER                                      *** by the Rev. Susan A. Blain 
 
O Beloved One, all the ends of the earth marvel at your deeds of power; we feel your presence as growth 
returning to the countryside; we rejoice as we remember your faithfulness and steadfast love revealed in 
the risen Christ. Surround us with that faithfulness and steadfast love. Fill us with generosity and courage 
so that we may be called your friends and go forth to befriend your world. In Jesus’ name. 
 
MOMENTS OF QUIET MEDITATION                                                                                     SGO 

God loves us deeply, seeing who we are at the heart 
Not ignoring our faults, but loving us until we see ourselves through God’s eyes 

And choose to be who God created us to be 
 



 
 
SUNG RESPONSE  Make Us One                    FWS #2224 
Make us one, Lord, make us one; Holy Spirit, make us one.  
Let your love flow so the world will know we are one in you. 
 

READING FROM THE WORD                   John 15:9-17 
 

REFLECTION ON SCRIPTURE God’s Persistent Love           Rev. Shirley Oskamp 
~ How does God insist on loving you despite your objections? 
~ What are some ways you love others on God’s behalf?  
~ Do you ever struggle with God about who to love? 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER & LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power, 
and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

DEDICATION OF OUR GIFTS 
 

HYMN    In Christ There Is No East or West                  #548 
1 In Christ there is no east or west, in him no south or north,  
but one great fellowship of love throughout the whole wide earth. 
 

3 Join hands, then, people of the faith, whate’er your race may be. 
All children of the living God are surely kin to me. 
 

4 In Christ now meet both east and west, in him meet south and north. 
All Christly souls are joined as one throughout the whole wide earth. 
 

BLESSING AND SENDING FORTH 
Go forth now and love well. Love the earth herself and all who live here. Love those who are different and 
those who are difficult. Embody the love of God by loving well. Go in peace and may the peace and love of 
Christ Jesus be with us always. 
 

CLOSING MUSIC  Mothering God, You Gave Me Birth       Joy Choir 
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