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            It can be tricky for us to live according to God’s wisdom rather than our own, limited human 
version.  It is hard to see the world as God sees it.  Seeing from God’s point of view challenges our 
understanding of what is going on in the world.  For instance, we may think that we are being 
compassionate or magnanimous when we reach out to help someone who is in need, but if we do it 
from a place of power, then we are maintaining the structures that Jesus wanted to break down.  In 
fact, if we see ourselves as different from the people we are helping, chances are we don’t fully 
embrace the reality that they are our sisters and brothers.  Chances are we want to maintain some 
kind of separation between them and us.  I recently heard someone say that whenever we think in 
terms of “them” and “us”, we are doing a disservice to all of the people involved, ourselves 
included, and also to God.  God created us to be one family, a sister and brotherhood, and when we 
try to keep our distance from other people, then we detract from the sense of family, of community, 
that God desires for us. 
         This Tuesday, several of us will gather to ask ourselves, “who is my neighbor?” using Jim 
Wallis’ book as a jumping off point.  Wallis makes it clear that when Jesus tells the story of the 
Good Samaritan, he is reminding us that our neighbors are people who are different from 
us.  These are the folks we need to care for.  These are the people we need to make welcome.  But 
we are so used to our neighbors being like us, that we don’t recognize Jesus is using this parable to 
appeal to our hearts.  We don’t recognize God’s blessings for what they are, because we spend too 
much time and effort trying to make ourselves worthy of the blessings.  We forget that God’s 
blessings come to all of us, no matter what; and as the Beatitudes remind us, these blessings often 
come when we least expect them, when we are grieving, when we are hungry, when we have 
absolutely nothing left. 
         Some of the people Jesus affirms in the Beatitudes are ones whom we already recognize as 
good – the meek, the merciful, those with pure hearts, those who work for peace.  We understand 
why Jesus would be pointing them out and telling us to strive for these qualities.  But other 
characteristics on the list are surprising to us.  When Jesus blesses the poor, the hungry and the 
weeping, we don’t quite know what to do about that.  These don’t seem like things anyone would 
actually strive toward in their lives.  Who in their right mind would want to be hungry or poor or 
grieving?  When we experience hunger or poverty, it is disempowering.  We don’t know where our 
next meal is coming from or how we will pay the rent or mortgage.  We feel less worthy than other 
people who seem to have enough money to provide for their needs and take care of their loved 
ones.  When we are grieving, we don’t feel strong or resilient.  We feel like we have no power over 
our own lives or thoughts, often falling into sadness and depression, unable to accomplish even the 
simplest of tasks.  It is clear to us that poverty, hunger and grief are not aspects of life that anyone 
longs for, so why did Jesus hold up people going through these experiences as “blessed” or even 
“happy” according to some translations? 
 
 
 
 



         Jesus was clearly trying to shock his disciples and us into seeing the world in a different way 
than we usually do.  He was trying to help his disciples recognize that they should not be striving to 
be better than anyone else, but rather that they needed to pay attention to everyone with whom 
they came into contact.  If anything, he was turning the usual societal standards on their heads.  
Instead of paying attention to the wealthy, and to the people in power, Jesus said to be sure and 
notice the people who were at the outskirts of society.  Notice the people who are having a rough 
time making it in the world today, the people who don’t have enough money to get by, the people 
who are seen as different and therefore ignored by those in power.  These are the people through 
whom God speaks to us and to our world. 
         It is easy for us to romanticize what Jesus was saying, to think of the hungry and the poor as 
they might have appeared in biblical times.  But what about someone experiencing hunger and 
poverty here in our town?  What about someone who goes to the food shelf to pick up groceries for 
her family and then tries to make them last for a month?  What about children who show up to 
school hungry? What about someone who can’t get a job because they don’t have experience or 
education, and they can’t get experience or education without the income that a job would 
provide?  Poverty and hunger are terrible things to live with today, especially when so many of us 
blame the victims, saying they are poor because they are lazy, or they are hungry because their 
priorities are out of whack.  But if Jesus is telling us to listen to people like this, then what are they 
telling us about the society we have created?  Is it possible that we are all responsible for the fact 
that so many people are hungry and so many struggle to live a decent life below the poverty line? 
         It might be helpful to look at grief for a moment here, because grief, unlike poverty or 
hunger, is something we rarely blame on the person suffering through it.  All of us will grieve at 
some point in our lives, perhaps many points in our lives, depending on how long we live and how 
connected we are to the other people in our lives.  So each and every one of us knows the pain of 
grief, the emptiness that comes with loss.  And if we all know this pain, then we also know that 
there is healing and comfort to be found in the midst of grief.  There is blessing, as Jesus would 
have it; “Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.”  
         There is blessing in all of life, actually, if we look to God’s wisdom rather than our 
own.  There is blessing in even the craziest things, the most difficult aspects of being human, if we 
faithfully look to Jesus for comfort and for guidance.  The prophet Micah helps us remember what 
is most important as we strive to live good, compassionate, faithful lives.  “What does the LORD 
require of you?” he asks, “but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your 
God?” May we seek to engage the forces of justice for all of our neighbors.  May we offer kindness 
in Jesus’ name to everyone we meet, and may we walk in all humility this path of Christian faith, 
following God’s will for our lives as best we can. 
  
         God, we fall far short of your desires for us.  We are not always kind.  We ignore our 
neighbors’ pleas for justice.  We are puffed up with pride in our accomplishments.  We don’t listen 
to those who are among the hungry, the poor and the grieving.  Forgive us for our many sins and 
shortcomings.  Set us free to live a blessed life, a life of true discipleship.  May we follow Jesus’s 
teachings.  May we become a blessing to you, to our neighbors, and to this earth.  Amen. 
	 	


