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February, 2021 

 

THE IN-SPIRE 
The Rutland United Methodist Church Newsletter 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Join us on Zoom and Facebook for Worship 
 each Sunday at 9:30 am, Fellowship at 9:00 am  

 

We will email or mail the link to you with the bulletin. 
 The ZOOM Worship & Fellowship link does not change, 
 so once you have saved it, you can use it each week. 

 
 

Warm Words from Pastor Shirley Oskamp 
 

Dear Friends, 

 

The season of Lent is coming, and with it the opportunity for us to reflect on the 

ways our faith influences our lives. The 40 days of lent from Ash Wednesday to 

Easter Sunday are modeled after Jesus’ time spent in the wilderness. While there 

he prayed and opened himself to God’s guidance, seeking wisdom for how he 

would undertake the ministry to which God was calling him. 

 

When we make a commitment to ourselves and to God, that we will participate in 

the Lenten season, we are seeking wisdom as well. We ask deep questions about 

how to live our lives of faith. We ponder the meaning of our lives, asking God to 

use us in ways that both fulfill us and that make a difference in the world around 

us. 

 

As we enter this Lenten season, I invite you to consider what it is you want to 

know. Is there a question you have for God about your life? Do you wonder what 

God would have you do with the talents that are yours? Do you long to grow 

more deeply in your faith? Do you wonder how to be of service? 

 

Lent is a time when we can take time. It is a time out of time, when matters of the 

Spirit take precedence, even if only for a few moments each day as we pray. Lent 

is a gift to us that comes in the midst of our lives. Lent offers us the gift of 

slowing down, of listening to the whispers of the Holy Spirit, and of saying “Here I 

am, Lord, I’m listening.” 

Blessings, 

Pastor Shirley  
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Green Mountain District Pre-Lenten Gathering by Zoom 
 
 

 

Wednesday, February 10, 2021 from 6:30 to 8:30 pm 
 
 
Clergy and lay people in the district are invited to prepare spiritually for 
Lent by participating in a gathering on the evening of Wednesday, 
February 10, via Zoom. The Rev. Nancy Dibelius, Deacon and Assistant 
Director of Vital Congregations in the Upper New York Conference, will 
introduce a spiritual practice and lead a time of reflection for those 
gathered. For more information, and to register: 
 
https://www.neumc.org/eventdetail/14960144?month=2&year=20

21&day=1&display=m 

 
 

Conference-wide Lenten Bible Study via Zoom: 
 “Roll Down Justice” 

 
 

 
 
 

The study will be led by Rev. Megan Stowe, Commonwealth West District 
Superintendent. Using biblical passages and Mark Miller's amazing hymns, this study 

will offer guidance to us as Christians and as United Methodists on how to be an anti-
racist and inclusive church.  
 

Sunday, February 14, 2021 at 7:00 PM to 8:30 PM 
Sunday, February 21, 2021 at 7:00 PM to 8:30 PM 

Sunday, February 28, 2021 at 7:00 PM to 8:30 PM 
 

For more information, and to register: 

 
https://www.neumc.org/eventdetail/14965583?month=2&year=2021&day=1&display=m 

https://www.neumc.org/eventdetail/14960144?month=2&year=2021&day=1&display=m
https://www.neumc.org/eventdetail/14960144?month=2&year=2021&day=1&display=m
https://www.neumc.org/eventdetail/14965583?month=2&year=2021&day=1&display=m
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Ash Wednesday Services 
 

Ash Wednesday is February 17th this year. There are several worship opportunities available: 
 

• 12:00 noon: We will begin Lent with our Ash Wednesday Service. You can 
participate in this time of reflection on Facebook or the RUMC YouTube channel 
at noon, or any time after this that is convenient for you. Together we will reflect 
on what we will choose to let go of and what we might embrace for our journey 

through Lent. Please join us as we prepare to enter in the Lenten season. 
 

• 4 pm: Grace Congregational United Church of Christ’s Ash Wednesday Service 
can be viewed from the Grace Church website: www.gracechurchvt.org. The 
theme is “Preparing the Canvas.” 

 

• 7pm: Good Shepherd Lutheran Church (with Pastor John Longworth and Pastor 
Alberta Wallace from Grace UCC) is hosting a drive-in service. When you arrive, 
you will be given a worship packet with communion elements, bulletin and 

information about how to tune in to the service on your car radio. 
 

Worship Liturgists 
 

It is so nice to hear a diversity of voices serving as liturgist for our Sunday worship services. 

If you are interested in reading the scripture and other parts of the service one week, please 
reach out to Lori or Shirley. We film at the church on Wednesday afternoons, but can film 

you at a time that is convenient to you, or you can film yourself at home. 
 

Angel Tree 
 

Thanks to Dianne Anderson for once again heading up our participation in the Angel 

Tree program, which provides Christmas gifts to the children of incarcerated persons. 
Your generosity provided presents for 10 children. Each child received gifts that were 
practical as well as something fun. Dianne and John Anderson delivered the gifts safely 

to the families well in time for Christmas. Thank you all! 
 

 
 

Christmas Cookies 
 

Normally we delivered home-baked cookies to people who are not able to get out and 
about, but this year we were all shut-ins! Thinking outside the box, Nancy Hodgson 
volunteered to coordinate the effort to deliver cookies to as many people in our church 

family as possible. Several folks baked, contributing to the festive bags of goodies, 
which were appreciated by many, many people. Thank you to Nancy and to everyone 

who contributed to making this gift possible. 

http://www.gracechurchvt.org/
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Virtual Chocolate Fest 
 

As reported in last month’s newsletter, $4,500 was collected from generous donors, 

and after expenses to the Vermont Truffle Company, etc. we netted $4,200 which 
was distributed to the following community partners: 
 

BROC 
Dodge House 
NewStory Center 

Rutland Community Cupboard 
Rutland Dismas House 

Rutland Free Clinic 
Soup Bowls for Hunger 
West Rutland Food Shelf 

Comfort Zone 
UMC Missions 

 
Thank you to all who donated – though it was disappointing not to be able to hold this 
fun event in person this year, people really stepped up on Facebook, etc. by giving for 

the good of the community. 
 

Thank you to Bobbie Fillioe, Nancy Hodgson and Lori McVeigh for organizing the VCF. 
 

Virtual Bible Study 
 

Bible Study will be meeting on Tuesdays at 1:00 pm via ZOOM. Here is the Zoom info: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85438229806?pwd=bzlBMU5zNmNNMzJ6dlllQmVpUzhQZz09 

To join by phone: dial 1.646.558.8656 then Meeting ID: 854 3822 9806 and then the 

Passcode: 178551. 

Breaking Bread 
 

In January, we decided to postpone the Breaking Bread meal because the Everyone 

Eats program started again, with meals coming from local restaurants.  That program 

will run for at least one more week, although there is hope that funding will come 

through to continue until June.  We’re still waiting to hear about an extension of the 

program and will then make a decision about starting up our meal. 

Linda Allen 
Breaking Bread Coordinator 

 

Comfort Zone & Outreach Ministries 

January was a busy month, with COVID-19 and the cold weather conspiring to make a 

challenging month. 

One of our new visitors came in need of gas in order to drive to Dartmouth for a check-

up and to have his cast adjusted. He fell on one of the icy days and hit his head and 

broke his arm in 3 places.   

Another family contacted us in need of a phone card to keep in contact with the school.  

Her husband lost his job as the business didn’t have enough work to keep all of the 

employees. We were able to set up a time for them to talk to Catholic Charities to see if 

they could help the family further. 

about:blank


 

5 
 

We worked with Troll House to purchase a phone card for another woman, and gave her 

a bag of food as well. 

Because we have had so many donations of outerwear, we have given out: 

11 jackets 4 pair of gloves 8 hats 

5 pair of boots Many scarves Several sleeping bags 
3 backpacks 15 pair of socks 127 food items 

 

If you know of anyone that has gently used jackets, gloves, backpacks and boots, please 

pass on that would be grateful for the donation. 

Linda Allen 

Outreach Coordinator 

Stewardship & Finances 

Thank you to everyone who sent in a pledge for 2021. These help us know in a general way, 

what we can expect in terms of income throughout the year. We understand that finances can 

vary, especially in challenging times like these, so your pledge is simply a best guess at what you 

are hoping to give. Please also remember that your presence and your prayers are gifts we need 

as well. Thank you for your generosity in all forms. Here are the weekly offerings for January: 

 

January 3 1857 

January 10 1,722 

January 17 3,267 

January 24 1,195 

January 31 1,300 

TOTAL 9,341 

 
FEBRUARY & MARCH BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 

 

1 Craig Cota 1 Richard Fales, Jr. 

 Scott Sharrow 3 Kristina Pettis 

3 Linda Mackin 4 Gary Archer 

4 Theresa Bushey 6 Ashley (McVeigh) Somers 

5 Tanya Derstine  Laura Lafond 

8 Judy Pidgeon 11 Sharon Crosby 

9 Russell Perry 14 Sue Smith 

10 Arlene O’Connor 20 Scott Kuiken 

11 Norman Desjardins  Brayden Moore 

13 Emily Pettus 26 Brody Scott Somers 

14 Karen Cartier 29 Ely & Susana Abuel  

15 Jim Mills, Jr.   

17 Linda & Mark Allen    

18 Toban Crosby   

19 Judy Olson   

 Alison Gauthier   

26 Bonnie Partridge   

28 Jane Jepson   

 Matt Fillioe   
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Supplies Needed for the Church 
 

Call first, and if the front door is locked, ring the bell. 

 The best time to drop by is 11 am to noon. 
 Please put your name on the items so that we can thank you!! 

 

 

FOR COMFORT ZONE & BREAKING BREAD 

Coffee Sugar packets 

Granola bars 8” coffee filters 

Paper towels Juice 

Butter Cheddar cheese 

Zip lock bags: Snack, Sandwich and Gallon  
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
Rutland United Methodist Church 

 60 Strongs Avenue, Rutland, Vermont 05701 
802.773.2460 - Fax: 802.773-8491- Pastoral emergencies 802-779-7146 

 Hours: Monday through Thursday 10 am to 1 pm 

Email: rutlandumc@aol.com - Website: rutlandumc.com 
Facebook: Rutland United Methodist Church 

about:blank

