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PLEASE NOTE! 
 

In-person Worship will be held (weather permitting) at the home of Kristen Jarvi on 
May 9 and May 30, and each Sunday thereafter for the Summer months. 

 

Warm Words from Pastor Shirley Oskamp 
 

Dear Friends, 

 

There are violets blooming in the meadow, just in time for Mother’s Day. When my 

daughters were at home they would decorate a special brunch they prepared for me with 

the surprisingly sweet purple blooms. I appreciate the gift of memory that enables me to 

call to mind times past. Memory allows us to revisit conversations and concerts, loved 

ones and favorite vacation spots.  

 

During the isolation of this year, memories have kept me company when I could not see 

loved ones or travel to special places in person. Maybe they have done the same for you? 

While memories have their place, I am looking forward to actually making some new 

memories. I am looking forward to being in person with my family and sitting around the 

dinner table with friends, singing a hymn with gusto along with the rest of the 

congregation and praying with someone while holding their hands. 

 

After waiting for what felt like an interminable time, I am finally fully vaccinated. When I 

received my first dose, the pharmacist smiled and said that many people shared with her 

their relief, their tears of joy, and the anticipation of getting their lives back to some 

semblance of normalcy. I feel that sense of relief too, as well as anticipation, and yet we 

are not out of the woods. There are places where the virus is raging. There is still so much 

healing that has to happen.  

 

In this and any healing process, we need to remember that we are the hands and feet of 

Christ. What we do matters. In this crisis I have done whatever I could to look out for my 

neighbor, particularly those who are vulnerable. Wearing a mask, practicing social 

distancing, working from home, offering online worship, study groups and meetings, even 

getting the vaccine – all of these are my ways of protecting others, of caring for my neighbors. 

 

 

 



2 
 

Nothing about this past year has been easy, but there is comfort in asking God what we can 

do to make a difference for good, every step of the way. I find comfort in knowing I am doing 

what I can, doing what is within my power, and knowing that I can trust God with the rest. 

My prayer is that we would each listen to God’s guiding wisdom as we do what we can to 

bring about healing for all of God’s people. My other prayer is that we will all be able to safely 

create new memories very soon. I sure miss my Mother’s Day brunches! 
 

Blessings, Shirley 
                                          

Spotlight on our Volunteers 
 

Rutland UMC is very grateful for the many volunteers who keep the Church, Comfort 
Zone, Breaking Bread and Faith on Foot going! This month we feature JUDY BLAIR. 
 

Judy’s association with RUMC began when she played in the bell choir. She took a liking 
to our ministry and mission work, and eventually joined RUMC several years ago. 
 

Judy has served on numerous committees, and is presently chair of the Staff Parish 

Relations Committee (SPRC). In addition to this, she volunteers on a regular basis at the 
Comfort Zone. She helps to prepare the numerous breakfasts that are served “out the 

door” to hungry visitors. Judy also recently began helping out in the Church office. 
 

Judy is thankful to have spare time now that she is retired, and is able to “give back” to 
the food insecure of the Rutland community. She enjoys the comradery with the other 
volunteers. Judy is warmed by the response received from many guests, and remarks 

that they are so very grateful and thankful for what we are doing. 
 

 
 

Judy Blair (who matches her mask to her footwear!) is busy 

 preparing bags to hand out with hot breakfasts at the Comfort Zone. 
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The Kitchen Project 
 

We began fulfilling a dream of having a more efficient kitchen almost a year ago, when 

Pastor Shirley was contacted by Meghan at Efficiency Vermont. They were offering grants 
toward the purchase and installation of energy-saving appliances. We were approved for 

the grant, and purchased a 50-gallon hybrid hot water heater and a professional 
sanitizer/dishwasher. Carl Wener donated a used three-bay deep sink.  
 
 

With many generous donations and the grant, we are thankful to now have this project 
completed! The help of local plumber Mark Christie was invaluable. Comfort Zone 
workers are thrilled to have never-ending hot water, increased water pressure, the handy 

dishwasher, and beautiful large sink for clean up after preparing up to 70 meals daily! 
Thanks to all who participated! 

 

  
 

Outreach 
 

Vermont Foodbank has given us a grant of $1,000.00 to help us purchase locally grown 

and raised produce, eggs dairy and meat. With the grant, we will be able to buy more 

organic and sustainably farmed produce, organic dairy, and locally raised chicken eggs, 

all that will make our meals fresher, and hopefully more nutritious. 

Right now, through the Everyone Eats program, we give out lunches on Tuesday, 

Wednesday and Thursday and we are currently using our Breaking Bread funds to 

provide a substantial lunch on Monday, making lunch provided on Monday through 

Thursday. The Middlebury Breadloaf Zen Community is considering using our location 

to provide lunch on Friday. The Everyone Eats program should end at the end of this 

month, but we hope to continue Monday’s lunch through the summer. 
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The Department of Health is working on vaccine clinics in our area, and has asked us if we 

would be willing to host a clinic if it seems like there is a need.  They are checking out various 

locations, and will get back to us with more information if our site would work for them. 

The Hannaford Fight Hunger Bags program has ended, and we will know soon how much 

we will be receiving because of bag purchases. Each of the specially designed bags retails for 

$2.50, and for every bag sold we will receive $1.00 to benefit the Breaking Bread program. 

And we are still feeding from between 40 and 70 people per day!  Just wanted to pass on 

to everyone that we have received more thanks in the past two weeks than we ever had.  

Several people have said “we are just so grateful for what you do!”, or “I don’t know how 

we would have made it without the food you provide.” Makes it all worthwhile. 

Linda Allen 

Outreach Coordinator 
 

 

Stewardship & Finances 

Thank you for your continued faithful stewardship. You make our ministry possible by 

financially supporting our staff as well as all of the outreach we do as Christ’s hands in this 

community. Stewardship is more than finances, so we are deeply grateful for your prayers, 

the work of your hands, and your presence during worship and more. Thank you for your 

generosity in all forms. In order to make our budget, an average of $8,600 monthly needs to 

be received in offerings and donations. Here are the offerings and donations for April: 

April 4 1,465 

April 11 1,840 

April 18 697 

April 25 2,381 

Facebook donations April 275 

 $ 6,658 
 
 

 

 

 

Worship Liturgists 
 

It is so nice to hear a diversity of voices serving as liturgist for our Sunday worship services. 
If you are interested in reading the scripture and other parts of the service one week, please 
reach out to Lori or Shirley.  
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Virtual Bible Study 
 

Bible Study meets on Tuesdays at 1:00 pm via ZOOM. Here is the Zoom info: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85438229806?pwd=bzlBMU5zNmNNMzJ6dlllQmVpUzhQZ
z09. To join by phone: dial 1.646.558.8656 then Meeting ID: 854 3822 9806 and then 

enter the passcode: 178551. 

 
Supplies Needed for the Church 

 

Call first, and if the front door is locked, ring the bell. Best time to drop by is 

 11 am to noon. Please put your name on the items so that we can thank you!! 

 

FOR COMFORT ZONE & FOOD SHELF 

Gloves, M, L & XL, no powder Paper towels 

Canned peaches Scotch tape 

Canned beef stew Individual bottled water 

Large reusable grocery bags Sandwich bags 

Jelly or Jam Canned baked beans 

Large bottles of juice Qt. size shelf-stable milk 

Ritz crackers Other crackers 
 

May & June Birthdays & Anniversaries 
 

 
1 Zachary Gauthier  10 Peg Manney 

12 Cynthia Cahill  10 Michaela O’Connor 

15 Haden LaFond  11 Chris O’Connor 

17 Ofelia Navarette  14 Susana Abuel 

18 Dianne Anderson  15 Sam Groom, III 

24 Ruth Colburn  17 Caitlin Colletti 

26 Gary & Cathy Archer   17 Sarah Colletti 

26 Andrew & Stephanie McMahon   19 David Lafountain 

30 Tristan Dotson  19 Cathy Archer 

31 Shirley Oskamp  20 Erika Mead 

 JUNE  21 Judy Blair 

   21 Jack & Linda Mackin  

1 Sara Reynolds  21 Mike & Jackie Gauthier   

3 Chris & Terry O’Connor   21 Scott & Linda Kuiken  

4 Saylor Somers  22 Diane Fleur 

4 Gail Moore  22 Kayla Siliski 

5 Shawn Abuel  23 Penny Ford 

6 John Anderson  29 Steve & Peg Manney  

9 Paul Whitney  30 Paul & Sharon Whitney  
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Rutland United Methodist Church 
 60 Strongs Avenue, Rutland, Vermont 05701 

Phone: 802.773.2460 - Fax: 802.773-8491 
Pastoral emergencies 802-779-7146 

Email: rutlandumc@aol.com - Website: rutlandumc.com 
Facebook: Rutland United Methodist Church 

 
 

 
 

We look forward to being able to meet in person at 60 Strongs Avenue 
 once again, but for this Summer will be holding services safely outdoors. 

 
Please contact the Church by email or phone for more 

information about the Zoom link for fellowship/worship. 
 

You can also enjoy the outdoor service online from the comfort 
of your home because it will be livestreamed on our Facebook page. 
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