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Join us for worship on Sunday at 9:30 am 
 

Meetings and Events 

Bible Study: Wednesdays from 11:00 am to 12:00 Noon. This is a drop-in group.  
 

Leadership Team Meeting: Monday, January 13, 2020 at 6:00 pm, and on the second 
Monday of each month thereafter. 
 
Collaborative Ministry Team Meeting: Thursday, January 23, 2020 at 5:00 pm at RUMC. 
 
Comfort Zone Walk-In Center: Monday -Thursday 9 am-noon. Breakfast served until 11 am. 
 
January 30, 2020: Breaking Bread Community Meal, 5 pm; on the last Thursday of each month. 
 

Warm Words from Pastor Shirley Oskamp 
Dear Friends,  

 As many of you know, my father passed away recently.  Just a few days before, most of 

our family gathered for a wonderful weekend of visiting, shared meals and simply spending time 

together. During that visit, it was obvious that the cancer was taking its toll, but the essence of 

who my Dad is was present in so many ways. One of my daughters asked questions about his 

childhood, trying to draw him out as we sat around the dinner table. He responded with stories 

and memories, and yet, when all was said and done, we were left wanting more. 

 Dad was at the center of our family in so many ways. His strong faith set both my sister 

and I, and later our children, on a path of faith. We prayed before meals and attended church 

as a family every week. We enjoyed the fellowship of our friends from church more than on 

Sunday mornings too, as many of our vacations were taken together. In the summer months, 

Mom and Dad would volunteer our home for church picnics and gatherings. 

 As you might imagine, I miss my Dad. The grief is pretty strong right now as I try to navigate 

the reality that I can’t call him to chat or send him interesting articles to read, or ask for his 

advice and insight on the challenges that show up in my life.  I am aware that it is my turn now, 

to share wisdom and faith, to support the other members of my family in whatever ways I can. 

 This got me thinking about the fact that each and every one of us is a source of faith and 
wisdom to others. Each of us has people who look to us for answers to difficulties, and 
guidance about how to manage the day-to-day challenges of life. As we stand on the cusp of 
this New Year, my prayer is that each of us would take stock of our faith and of our lives. I pray 
that we might see ourselves through the eyes of someone who looks to us for guidance and 
support. May we strive to live up to their hopes for us and their need of us. More importantly, 
may we live up to God’s hopes for us and God’s need for us in this world. 

Blessed New Year! 
Shirley 



 

Did You Know? 
 

Why are the colors of the paraments (hangings) on the altar and pulpit sometimes different colors? 
This chart explains the Colors of the Christian Year! White is also commonly used on Sundays 
when Holy Communion is celebrated – in RUMC it is usually the first Sunday of each month. 
 

 
 

Window Windscreen 
 

If you have been in 60 Strongs Avenue since our December 22nd service, you could not have 
missed the beautiful “window windscreen” as we have dubbed it. It was created by Green 
Screen Graphics. They used photos of three stained glass windows from the chapel 71 
Williams Street. These were taken by Donna Wilkins Photography, and printed on vinyl which 
was placed on plexiglass surrounded by a wooden frame. Thank you to the following who 
donated specifically for this project: 
 
 

Craig & Joan Cota Jackie Bartenstein 
Linda Faucher Norman Desjardins 
Lynn Gee Bobbie Fillioe 

Blanche Kelley Nancy Hewes 
Arlene O’Connor Scott & Lori McVeigh 
Carl Wener Joyce Robarge 
 
Mark & Linda Allen in memory of Katherine Groggett 
Carrie & Owen Carswell in memory & honor of Barbara Ann Toner 
Charles Carswell in memory & honor of Barbara Ann Toner 
Ellen Wakker in memory of Albert & Gerry Peterson 
Penny Ford in memory of John Ford, Trudy Lockwood, Florence 
Sawyer and Barbara Ford 

 



 

(If we missed your name as a donor, we apologize. Please let us know.) 

 Comfort Zone 
 

Comfort Zone continues to be busy! We served 263 people during December, and gave out 95 
items, ranging from socks and jackets to a microwave and pots and pans! Guests are happy to 
be out of the blustery Winter weather. 
 
Many thanks go out to the Comfort Zone volunteers who work hard to prepare breakfast, clean 
up, and spend quality time with our visitors. For more information, contact Marsha Johnson 
or Linda Allen. 
 

Newsworthy 

Vermont has joined the growing list of states swearing off single-use plastics by adopting the 
nation’s broadest restrictions yet on shopping bags, straws, drink stirrers, and foam food 
packaging. 

The new law, which takes effect in July 2020, prohibits retailers and restaurants from 
providing customers with single-use carryout bags, plastic stirrers, or cups, takeout, or other 
food containers made from expanded polystyrene. Straws may be provided to customers on 
request. 

Breaking Bread 

Here’s something you can do about the plastic bag ban!! 
 
Our Breaking Bread Community Meal program will receive a $1 donation for every $2.50 “Fight 
Hunger” Bag sold in January at Hannaford located at 318 South Main Street in Rutland. You 
will be needing these reusable bags in July!!  
 
 

 
 
 

Liturgists 
 

Sunday worship Liturgists are always appreciated. This involves Sharing the Story of Faith 
(reading the Old Testament scripture), leading the congregation in a unison prayer and 
Moments of Quiet Meditation, and introducing the sung response. Sign up sheet is on a 
clipboard on the literature rack. 

  

https://www.nationalgeographic.com/magazine/2018/06/plastic-planet-waste-pollution-trash-crisis/
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/2018/07/news-plastic-drinking-straw-history-ban/


 

Daily Devotionals 
 
Inspiration for your Daily Walk of Faith – Our Daily Bread and The Upper Room each offer a 
Scripture verse and a reflection for the day. Feel free to take one or both from the literature 
rack. 
 

Notes from the Vermont District of UMC 
 
Winter Lay Servant Academy: Classes from 9:30 am to 5 pm on January 25th. and 9:30 am to 
4 pm on February 8th at Westford UMC. Courses offered are the Basic Lay Ministry Course, 
Devotional Life in the Wesleyan Tradition, and Lay Servants as Christian Transformational 
Leaders. The registration forms are due by January 13th to Beth Ferguson, 72 E Central St, 
#402, Franklin, MA 02038. Please get this information into your bulletins and church emails 
so that laity can register. 
 

Embrace Life! Be A Bayada Hospice Volunteer 
  
Do you have a talent to share? A contagious passion for just about anything? Would you like 
an appreciative audience? Want an easy way to make a big impact in someone’s life? 
  
Join our team of upbeat, big-hearted people who are dedicated to bringing peace and joy to 
those with terminal illnesses. 
  
Our volunteers are welcomed as respected members of the care team, whether they have a 
desire to help in the office, walk a patient’s dog, garden, help patients write letters, sing/read 
to them, or just offer a friendly ear. Whether they work "up close and personal", or prefer to 
stay behind the scenes, we are happy to work around our volunteers’ schedules. 
  
Training is informative, easy, and fun. It is designed to give volunteers the tools to be confident 
and comfortable working with our patients. 
  
Death can actually be a beautiful process, given the right circumstances. 
  
Having the gift of foresight that the end of their life is near, many people can finally make 
sense of their life story. Peace can be made with people and circumstances that have had a 
profound impact on individuals. Many who are in the process of dying have a unique 
perspective on what it means to be alive. We want to help them find meaning in every moment 
that they still have. We take our mission seriously, but we also have fun while partnering with 
our patients on their journey. 
  
As your volunteer coordinator, I look forward to helping you add a meaningful, rewarding facet 
to your life! Martha Perantoni, Volunteer Coordinator, Bayada Hospice, mperantoni@bayada.com, 
802-282-4122. 

 

Chocolate Fest Proceeds  

Pastor Shirley announced the recipients of Chocolate Fest proceeds checks at the Project VISION 

meeting on December 12, 2019. We were pleased to give checks to the following: BROC, Comfort 

Zone/Breaking Bread; Community Cupboard, Dismas House, Dodge House, Good Shepherd 

Meals Challenge, NewStory Center, Pastor’s Emergency Fund, Rutland Free Clinic, Soup Bowls 

for Hunger, and West Rutland Food Shelf.  

 

mailto:mperantoni@bayada.com


 

Supplies Needed! 
 

For Comfort Zone, Breaking Bread and General Church Use: 

 

Butter Syrup Half & Half 

Sugar Juice Bacon 

Napkins Ziploc bags (Gallon & Qt.) Regular & decaf coffee 

Paper towels Toilet paper Granola bars 

Heavy-weight socks Warm gloves Foil blankets  

Combs Wash cloths Granola bars 

Hand & foot warmers Toothbrushes Travel-sized mouthwash 

Sausage Paper plates (Med. & Lg.) Plastic forks, knives, spoons 
 

Attendance 

 

December 1:         30 
(Wildwood UMC) 

December 22:   68 

December 8:         54 December 24:   74 

December 15:       79 December 29:   36 
 

January Birthdays & Anniversaries     February Birthdays & Anniversaries 
 

3 Steve Dotson  1 Craig Cota 

 Lowell Wakker   Scott Sharrow 

6 Gary Lindoff  3 Linda Mackin 

7 Phyllis White  6 Derek Long 

8 Ralph Perry  8 Judy Pidgeon 

 Anna Baker  9 Judy Long 

9 Dottie LaFountain   Paul Whitney 

10 Ava Clair Moran   Russell Perry 

11 Edmund Hemmer  10 Joe Watson 

13 Roberta Hemmer   Arlene O’Connor 

 Emily Long  11 Norman Desjardins 

 Trevor Smith  13 Emily Pettus 

16 Natalia Mendoza Betts   Lynn & Scott Tucker  

   14 Karen Cartier 

18 Amy Mackin Mills  15 Jim Mills, Jr. 

21 Bill Barney  17 Linda & Mark Allen  

28 Stephanie McMahon  18 Toban Crosby 

29 Mary Russell  19 Judy Olson 

    Alison Gauthier 

   26 Bonnie Partridge 

   28 Jane Jepson 

    Matt Fillioe 

    Doug Brooks 
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